


Dear friends of JMU Catholic Dukes,

In complete honesty, there were many challenges last year. We began 
the spring semester with news of the death of one of our colleagues, 
Kevin Riedel, the campus minister at VMI and Washington & Lee, 
which shook up our whole staff and some of our students who knew 
him. A few days later, a tragic shooting took place on the campus 
of Bridgewater College just down the road from JMU. Their Catholic 
students call JMU CCM home and some of our most active students 
were sheltered in place during the event (they are all safe, praise God). 
Additionally, there were a number of heart-breaking suicides on our 
campus which truly pierced the hearts of the whole JMU community. 
All of this our students have been experiencing on top of their own struggles ranging from mental 
health, to relationship problems, challenging academics and so much more. 

Sometimes it feels like the challenges and tragedies facing our students are just too big; but this 
is when we look to the cross and remember that Jesus Christ is the savior who suffers with us in 
our pain. He never experiences it apart from us. No, he experiences it all with us. He is here, in this 
ministry, consoling our students who are suffering and giving hope to those who feel hopeless. Our 
students came together in the midst of all the suffering this semester, prayed a Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
and shared their own struggles and offered words of encouragement to one another. The students at 
JMU who call themselves Catholic Dukes are the bright lights on our campus, inviting other students 
to encounter Jesus Christ and receive his healing and consolation even as they themselves look to 
receive His healing. Please pray that our students continue to be the light of Christ on our campus 
and bring his presence to a place which so dearly needs him. Thank you for your support. It means 
the world to all of us to know that there are so many people, like you, who pray for our ministry and 
support it financially. We can’t do this without you.

In Jesus,

Message from the Director

“This is when we look to the cross and 
remember that Jesus Christ is the savior 
who suffers with us in our pain.”

In Jesus,



Thank you! Thank you! Thank 
you! After almost 6 years at JMU 
Catholic Campus Ministry, it is 
what I find myself saying again 
and again. I am so grateful for 
your prayers and generous 
support of this ministry. As you 
know, these two years have been 
as challenging as anything I have 
experienced in nearly 28 years 
of campus ministry. It has been 
such a blessing to not worry 
about having the resources to 
find ways to reach out to our 
students.
This spring semester we 
continued to see the Holy Spirit at 
work in the lives of our students. I 
am sure that God has many more 
great things in store. As I often 
say in my homilies, the Lord is 
ALWAYS “up to something” and 
we just need to pay attention and 
recognize his presence among 
us. Please continue to pray for 
me, our staff, and especially our 
students. I pray that our Lord will 
overwhelm you with his presence 
and draw you ever closer to 
himself. Let me say it one more 
time: Thank you!

Small Groups

Note From 
The Chaplain

Small groups are an essential part of our ministry. Through 
our small groups, our  community becomes a large extended 
family made up of many small families who are all united in the 
Blessed Sacrament. We have had over 180 students attend one 
of our nearly 40 small groups this year. Our students thrive on 
this small group encounter where they get the chance to study 
Sacred Scripture together while discussing the realities and 
challenges of living out their faith in this stage of their life. 

We have been able to reach out to the Greek life here on campus 
through offering two Greek small groups. We also have one 
specifically for students who have transferred to JMU. 

Much of what goes on with our 
small groups is through the initiative 
of our FOCUS missionaries. These 
missionaries are recent college 
graduates who have been trained 
specifically on leading small group 
Bible studies and working with 
students one-on-one as they grow 
in their  relationship with Jesus. We 
were so blessed this year that two of our missionaries got 
married and dozens of our students were able to attend their 
wedding! Our missionary team this year was Meghan Mitchell, 
Ellen and Peter Loesel, Bobby Ruark, and Hopi Graham. Please 
pray for our missionaries and the students as they continue with 
this crucial part of our ministry!



L ast summer I picked up the ringing office 
phone. I expected to hear from a parent 
inquiring about our ministry for their 

incoming son or daughter, or perhaps a sales 
vendor, but I was surprised to hear the voice of 
a student on the other end. He said his name 
was Alex, and he asked, “Do you all do anything 
over there at the Catholic Ministry?” To which 
I answered, yes, we do, and I told him about 
some of the ways he could get involved. I then 
asked him his story and he told me that he 
was baptized Catholic, but his parents stopped 
going to church when he was a child and he 
had not been back to Mass in years. I asked him 
what made him want to get reacquainted with 
his faith and he said, “The world seems to be 

JOURNEY
ALEX’S

going crazy right now, and I think I just need to 
find something stable to hold onto.”

Since COVID 19, the number of students involved 
with the ministry dropped significantly, but over 
the course of the last year has been slowly climbing 
back to what it was prior to the pandemic. What 
was so fascinating about this call was that while 
so many students seemed to drop away from the 
faith or cease seeking community and growing 
deeper in their faith when the world shut down, 
this young man, Alex, did the opposite. He took 
it as an opportunity to explore the faith of his 
childhood more seriously and try to find a reason 
for hope in a world that increasingly appeared 
hopeless.

He wanted an 
encounter with the 

living God and asked 
if we could help him 

grow in his.

By Austin 
Farinholt



New Staff
We welcomed a new 
addition to our staff! 
Fiona Long is our new 
administrative assistant. 
Fiona is a 2018 graduate 
of JMU. She has been a 
huge help to the staff and 
the students. Many of our 
programs could not go on 
without all the behind the 
scenes work that Fiona 
takes care of.  In addition 
she has made the house 
a more welcoming 
and functioning place. 
Whether by simply 
replacing items or just a 
smile for all those who 
walk in the door. Fiona 
has been a blessing to 
the ministry and we’re 
grateful to have her on 
the team! As support 
for the ministry has 
grown, we have been 
able to make necessary 
additions like Fiona to 
help better serve the 
students here at JMU!

Alex stopped by the ministry later that summer when he was passing 
through Harrisonburg and he and I went out to lunch. It was clear 
that he did not know a lot about the faith initially and was mostly 
interested in meeting the community and getting to know the staff 
and students involved. When the school year began, Alex showed 
up and quickly began meeting students and getting involved. He 
was not yet confirmed nor had he received his first communion, so 
he signed up for RCIA and started attending the classes. 

Before long, Alex became a regular presence here at the ministry. 
When I first met him, his interests were predominantly in politics (he 
is a Public Policy and Administration major), but they slowly began 
to transition away from that as he started asking about prayer and 
wondering about theology. At one point, a few of us were in a car 
driving together and somehow the conversation turned to prayer. 
Two of us started discussing the beauty of Carmelite mystical 
spirituality and the great fruits to be had praying in this way. Alex 
got unusually quiet as he listened to what I said. He eventually said 
that he wanted that in his life. He wanted prayer, deep prayer. He 
wanted an encounter with the living God and asked if we could help 
him grow in this.

Only a couple months later, Alex attended the Diocesan College 
Summit conference in Richmond with about 70 other Catholic Dukes 
and hundreds of other Catholic college students from around the 
diocese. At this point, Alex was counting down the days until Easter 
and being fully received into the Catholic Church through completion 
of all the sacraments of initiation. He was really looking forward 
to confession, but had a couple more months before he initially 
planned on going. While at the first talk of the conference, however, 

he was overcome with the desire 
to meet Jesus in the sacrament 
of reconciliation. Being unsure if 
he was allowed to go or not at 
that point, he walked directly up 
to the Bishop (who had just given 
a talk at the conference) told him 
his story, and asked if he could go 
to confession. To this, the Bishop 
responded, “Of course!” Less than 
24 hours later, Alex was walking 
out of his first confession with 
a huge smile on his face. Alex’s 
story is just at the beginning, but 
we know already that the Lord 
has big plans for him. Please pray 
for him as he continues growing 
in the faith!

By Austin 
Farinholt



Thursday Night Gathering
Last year, we started a new 
weekly event called Thursday 
Night Gathering (T.N.G.). One 
week we focus on a deeper 
encounter with Jesus through 
a talk, prayer with the Blessed 
Sacrament, fellowship, and 
food. The following week’s 
T.N.G. focuses on bringing in 
new students to the ministry, 
giving them a delicious home-
cooked meal, and sharing a 
simple testimony from one 
of our students. Our hope 
is to draw students more 
deeply into an encounter with 
Jesus through a welcoming 
community, good food, 
prayer, and the beauty  of the 
sacraments. We pray that the 
Holy Spirit continues to pour 
out beautiful encounters with 
Jesus and each other through 
each T.N.G.



PRAYER - Our ministry needs your prayer. Without continued prayer for our students, leaders, 
and staff we would not have the strength or grace necessary to serve this community fully. Please 
especially pray for our student leaders as they serve their fellow students.

LIVING FAITH SOCIETY - Join our mission by becoming a member of our Living Faith Society. 
Members make a recurring financial gift to JMU Catholic Dukes. This is one of the most helpful ways 
to support us financially because it allows us to properly plan and budget.

INCREASED RECURRING GIFTS - Already make a recurring donation? We ask that you prayerfully 
consider increasing your gift. With an estimated 8000 Catholic students at JMU, we  desire to invite 
many more students into an encounter with Jesus, but need additional resources to do so.

ONE-TIME GIFTS - From our TNG meals to keeping the lights on at the CCM house for a day, there 
are a number of costs that you could sponsor with an additional or one-time gift. Check out our 
website to see what costs you could sponsor. 

We are so grateful for your prayer and generosity towards this ministry. The Lord 
works in the hearts of the students here because of your support!

How You Can Help the Catholic Dukes

Alumni Spotlight: Grace Lloyd ‘21
Faith was always one of many parts of my life. It was not until my 
time in college at CCM that I began to realize the personal relationship 
Jesus was inviting me into. I did not know where to turn after this until 
CCM taught me how to pray, read scripture, and be in real community. 
I was able to encounter God’s individual love for me for the first time.  
Knowing Jesus and how He cares for me has given me the purpose I 
have spent all of my life looking for. 

Now stepping into full time ministry work as a FOCUS Missionary, I 
see the behind-the-scenes efforts and finances required to allow for 
these transformative encounters to occur. It was an easy “Yes” for 
me in deciding to support CCM. I have seen first-hand in the lives of 
myself and my friends that the work happening here matters deeply. I 
trust that God is doing big things in the hearts of JMU students - I am 
grateful to continue being a part of this with my monthly donations!
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